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a ready response, from the teachers. Two questions will properly
be raised by the teacher who has to ceach science with primary
emphasis on its vocational use and is constantly preoccupied
with the demands of examinations designed by specialists with-
out regard to the requirements of intelligent citizenship. He or
she will naturally ask whether the approach to science as a social
venture is possible within the framework of the existing examina-
tion system and whether a preliminary course of this type would
be better or worse for the pupil who will eventually specialize.
In matters of education we have to accept the inevitability of
gradualness with a stiff, if unsealed, upper lip. So these questions
must be faced frankly and sympathetically.

You may be inclined to think that examinations are a subject
on which a university professor can speak lightheartedly because
he is often free to set his own. This is not always so. During a
krge part of my twenty years' experience of university teaching
I have had to prepare students for examinations prescribed by
the General Medical Council. The syllabus of such examinations
has had little affinity with my own views about the best way to
introduce the beginner to biology. So my difficulties have not
been so very different from those of the teacher who groans
and travails under the demands of the School Certificate. My
own experience has been that however badly a syllabus is designed
it pays to spend 75 per cent of the time allotted in getting the
students keenly interested in the subject and helping them to
remember the really important facts or the really fruitful generali-
zations. This done, the unpleasant necessity of drilling them in
the answers expected to the fool questions they may be asked
can be undertaken with cheerfulness and confidence. I can
honestly say that I have found genuine enjoyment in giving a
course with the grim determination that an examining body
would neither defeat my intention of teaching what I thought
was important nor make capital out of the failure of my students.
I would even go further and say that bad examinations may
provide the best test of good teaching, and that no good teacher
would make a bad examination system an excuse for defeatism.